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the gods cannot lie.   The evil has been driven out;
and as for the man, I am not frightened of him."
"Ane!" said the mocking voice of the vederala
behind them. "They are not frightened of the man.
Oh no, nor of the devils either, I suppose."
Silindu and Hinnihami got up; the old fear came
upon Silindu when he saw Punchirala, but the girl
turned angrily upon the vederala, who was aston-
ished by her violence.
"Punchirala," x she said, "I am not frightened of
you. The god did not say I was to live with you.
There is no giving of food or clothing. I was given
that the devil might leave my father. Was the god
disobeyed? I was given to you, you dog; the devil
has flown; the god heard us there at Beragama; he
will not allow you again to do evil."
"Mother, mother, come out! Listen to the woman
I brought to the house; she has became a vederala.
The pilgrimage has made her a sanyasi, I think,
knowing the god's mind, skilled in magic."
"Keep your words for the women of the house.
I am going."
"And are there no other charms, Silindu? No
other devils in the trees? You have learned wisdom
surely from a wise woman."
1 Hinnihami addresses Punchirala by name, and thereby
shows him that she does not regard herself as living with him
as his wife.